WHITEHALL NURSERY & INFANTS SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday the 15th of March 2023 at 5.00p.m.

Venue: The School (& Zoom)

Documents provided in support of the meeting: -

A. HT Report

B. Y1 Attainment Data

C. Y2 Attainment Data

Present: Mrs W. Middleton (Chair); Mr L. Kilkenny; Mrs S. Ishaq

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES: Apologies received from Mrs E. Attwood and Mrs S. Keri. Both duly accepted
2. ITEMS TO BE RAISED UNDER ANY OTHER URGENT & RELEVANT BUSINESS: -

a) Unpaid staff leave.

b) Reduced hours

3. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS: - Agenda item 2a) above which will be minuted separately. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: - (Dated 01.11.22 nb. This was a joint FGB & Curriculum Committee meeting) Duly accepted and signed as being a true record.
5. MATTERS ARISING: - Governors agreed that any possible matters would be covered by the updates in the HTs Report.
6. UPDATE ON ATTAINMENT & PROGRESS (with reference to Documents A, B and C as listed above.) Points highlighted from the documents: -
a) The data presented refers to the Autumn term 2022, with data for the current term in process of collection. Data is captured three times per year i.e. at the end of each term.
b) Assessment data is both formative and summative with all data recorded in the tracking system.

c) Y1 is as expected with progress being formidable from a low starting point. The EY curriculum was retained until Christmas 2022, and this had a positive impact. Following a period of very rapid progress, it is now expected to level off; writing has not made quite as good progress; the gender gap is closing; data for Pupil Premium(PP) and Looked After Children (LAC) is recorded separately

Governor Question (GQ)1: How has this progress been achieved? By a range of strategies i.e. continuing the EY curriculum in the Autumn  Term; wise use of intervention and Catch-up funding; good teaching; regular pupil progress meetings which identify which children are progressing and who are not with then appropriate further interventions. 
d) Y2: data is similar to previous years; progress was slow to begin with and then picked up; additional intervention groups have been established for those children identified as being just below “age related expectations” and those working towards “greater depth”; there are no children not making any progress.

e) Ruth Miskin Literacy (RML):  Reception are making great progress; external specialist lead teachers and challenge consultants are really impressed with the teaching and learning.

f) Phonics: data is looking good with at least 50% already on target; some Y1 children need intervention but not Y2.

g) Pupil Premium children are in a relatively good position.

GQ2. How are children identified for the different intervention groups? Via the data; inclusion in any intervention group is constantly monitored; by using the groups it also allows class teachers to concentrate on the remaining children; TAs also provide reading intervention support.
GQ3. What aspects of reading and writing are subject to intervention? Comprehension is the main aspect; children can “Bark at print” but not be able to understand the meanings especially relating to inference and deduction; practice is needed daily with Friday mornings now dedicated to extra practice. RML and Phonics are taught every day. In writing, sentence structure and effective sentences are demonstrated and practiced.

GQ4. And in Maths? High end numbers and one and two step problems.

GQ5. Is homework provided? Yes; every lesson starts with recollection and revision for five minutes; the aim is to build confidence and mastery. 
7. UPDATE ON THE CURRICULUM: -
a) All staff are involved in moderation of writing and are enthused by this, especially when moderation involves other schools; staff see that they are doing things other partnership schools are not; it is important to celebrate this.
b) Continuing the EY curriculum for the first term of Reception has gone well and will probably be repeated next year.

c) Reception is now calm and purposeful.

d) Books are the driving force for the curriculum; information is on the website for parents as are progress and skills grids; Cornerstones is not used as much now with White Rose Maths being used instead.
e) Mastery in Maths is the focus, including mathematical language; a maths dictionary for parents has been developed with year group over-views. 
f) Ofsted – history may be the “deep dive” by inspectors. The annual history week is under review to assess cost v impact.

g) The Broadway Partnership is re-establishing the meetings of subject lead teachers from each school within the partnership. WNIS senior leaders believe that history is taught across the school as well as anywhere if not better.

h) There are no problems identified in Maths, PE or Art.

i) Discussions are underway with teachers in relation to movement across year groups ahead of September 2023. The aim is to make year group teams even stronger.
GQ6. Does the school still employ some part-time staff? Yes, as job shares. 
8. DATE, TIEM & VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING: -

Wednesday the 21st of June 2023.

Meeting closed at 6.32 p.m.

